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We’re so glad you’re here and invite you to journey in faith with us. We believe the 
church is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. Our goal is to 
provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the healing, reconciling, 
liberating love of God flows through us to all people. If you have any questions 
about our parish, please call or email our parish office.  

Welcome! 

 

Ken Koll 

From  

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we bring this school year to a close and work diligently to 
prepare for next school year, I wanted to share with you the 
excited plans in store. Right around this time last year, we began 
to discuss our initiative to address the rapid changes that AI and 
other impactors will have on the lives of our students when they 
enter adulthood. I shared my concern that current educational 
models will leave them ill-equipped for the future. We have spent 
this past year in a period of research and collaboration to explore 
educational initiatives aimed at the second half of the century. 
We are ready to take the first step toward implementing some of 
what we have learned. Our plan includes enhancement to our 
building, staffing, program design and teacher professional 
development.  
 
We have been blessed with nearly $1.8 million dollars in grant 
and donated funds. Those funds will be used in the following 
categories: 
 
Teacher Professional Development: 

 This summer, 7 teachers will attend conferences in SEL, 
school innovation, Project Based Learning and others. 

 

 We have arranged for Dr. Eric Jensen to conduct a 2 day 
seminar tailor made for our entire staff. Dr. Jensen is an 
expert in neuroeducation and he will guide us through what 
is known about the science of teaching and how that can 
guide educational efforts for the future. 
 

Building Enhancements: 

 We will upgrade our security system. 

 Our cafeteria will get a makeover including new furniture, 
fresh paint and a new food caterer. We are also looking into 
vending machines and a small game room.  

 We are developing a Thinking/Learning Lab which will 
enhance student skills in creativity/innovation, critical 
thinking/problem solving, & communication/collaboration. 

 All classrooms will get new furniture with more modular 
desks that can easily be configured to create collaborative 
grouping.  

 All rooms will receive new Smartboards or Smart Tables. 

 All classrooms will receive new air conditioners. 

 Google search LU interactive if you want to be blown away! 

This technology will be added to our gym.  
 
 
New Staff Positions: 

 We will hire a Director of Innovation to develop our 
Thinking/Learning Lab. 

 

 We are creating a Lab School within our school to explore 
ways to integrate forward thinking teaching/learning 
strategies into our curriculum. How do we use development 
of 21st century skills to facilitate learning of core 
curriculum? We need to teach/learn differently. 

 
Enhanced After School Programing: 
We are expanding our partnership with Boys and Girls Club to 
offer a robust catalog of after school programs in the arts and 
beyond.  
 
Think drumming, robotics, dance, drama … really anything our 
students have a passion about exploring. We are even looking 
into family or parent mini-courses.  
 
I am not exaggerating when I say that this is just a small 
sampling of the enhancements that will be in place when we open 
our doors in the fall.  
 
As always, I take the privilege to serve our Parish School and 
guide the education of your children very seriously. I have never 
been more excited in my entire career as I am right now by what 
will happen this summer at our School.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Koll 
Principal 

Principal of STA 
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MONDAY, June 10 

Readings: 1 Kgs 17:1-6 | Ps 121: 1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 | Mt 5:1-12 
 Jun Mhoon   

 Wilma McDaniel   

 
TUESDAY, June 11 

Saint Barnabas, apostle  

 Readings: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 | Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 |  
Mt 5:13-16 

 Dr. Mark Robinson  
Monica Horvath, (Speedy Recovery) 

 
WEDNESDAY, June 12 

Readings: 1 Kgs 18:20-39 | Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, 11 | Mt 5:17-19 
Ezeckiel & Melanie Mercedes, (Speedy Recover) 

 
THURSDAY, June 13 

Saint Anthony of Padua, priest and doctor of the Church  

Readings: 1 kgs 18:41-46 | Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13 |  
Mk 5:20-26 

  Kendall Baker  

 
FRIDAY, June 14 

Readings: 1kgs 19:9a, 11-16 | Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 | 
Mt 5:27-32 

Rita Allen, (Special Intentions)  
 

SATURDAY, June 15 
Readings: 1 Kgs 19:19-21 | Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8. 9-10 |  

Mt 5:33-37 
 Dennis Booth  

 
 

 

This Sunday’s Readings: 10th Sunday in ordinary time 

Genesis 3:9-15  Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7bc)  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  Mark 3:20-35 
 

 Wylola Cooper, Rita Allen, (Special Intentions)  
 
 

 
We encourage you to prepare yourself for next weekend’s liturgy by reading and praying the scriptures  

(visit www.usccb.org). 
 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 11th Sunday in ordinary time 
Ezekiel 17:22-24  Psalm 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 (see 2a)  2 Corinthians 5:6-10  Mark 4:26-34 

Worship 

Daily Readings and Prayer Intentions  
Please remember those listed below in your prayers this week. 

Remember in Prayer  
parishioners and friends who are ill 

 
Dorla Allen, Lucas Allen, Rita Allen, Alexandria 
Banks, Romulo Barreno, Dorothy Bonds, Bradford 
family, Diane Clarke, Emil F. Coccaro, Thomas & 
Carol Cole, Patricia Comeaux, Romy Crena, Esther 
Dionisio, Jean Douglas-Washington, Sheldon 
Dugan, Barbara Dunn, Pat & Dick English, Marilyn 
Epps, Joan Gallagher, Lina Garcia, David Giles, 
Pamela Graniczy, Albert Hines, Kathleen Holden, 
Maria Jimenez, Olga Jimenez, Carolyn Jones, Con-
nie Jose, Terri Kilbane, Charlie King, Carol 
Landrum, Mary Lerps, Linda Loggins, Mankowski 
Family, Anastacia I. Mebane, Clara Morgan, Caridad 
Neal, Carmen Orendain, Edmond Peirre, Agnes Pelt, 
David Nathaniel Robinson, Dick Russel, Nelson R. 
Sample, Justina Sentino, Zahari Simmons, Bobby 
Sims, Olustee Smith, Ernest Talbott, Ronald Spen-
cer, Ed Vaughn, Charles Walker, Sr., Jo Washington, 
Julia Washington, Terrance Watson, Mavis Willis, 
Marie Bijou Wong, Maria Wooder, Joan Yedinak. 

 
For those who have died 

Dr. Mark Robinson 

https://gcatholic.org/saints/data/saints-B.htm#69204
https://gcatholic.org/saints/data/saints-ANT.htm#67021
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 Glamour  

Under the Stars! 
 The Centennial Building Ball! 

 
It is with great joy and excitement that we extend a 
warm invitation to you for the Centennial Building 

Ball, celebrating the 100th Anniversary  
of our beloved parish church building.  

This momentous occasion marks a century of faith, 
community, and countless blessings shared within these 

sacred walls. 
 

We're rolling out the red carpet just for you.  
Join us for a night of elegance and celebration.  

Don't miss out on the event of the year mark your  
calendars and let's dazzle together! 

 

WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR  
CENTENNIAL CHURCH BUILDING: 

 

Donate Monthly through the remainder of the year via 
your Building Fund envelope, Give Central or mark the 
Building Fund on the envelopes available on the tables in the 
rear of the Church. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Be a Sponsor of the Centennial Building Ball at one of the 
levels listed below. For more information and assistance, con-
tact Brittany McGhee, Centennial Building Ball Co-Chair, 
brittany@stapostleparish.org  
 

Donate to the Silent Auction!  Information is in the back 
of the Church and at Hospitality Sundays, or contact directly 
Co-Chairs Carrie & Rolf Barth: rolfandcarrie@yahoo.com  
 

Join one of the Sub-Committees:   
 Promotion & Sponsorship  

 Reception & Entertainment  
 Decorating 

mailto:brittany@stapostleparish.org
mailto:rolfandcarrie@yahoo.com


5 | St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church and School 

 

 

 Rosary: Fridays following the 
    8AM Mass. All are welcome! 

 Pancake Hospitality: June 16, 
2024 8am and 10 am Mass. Free 
will offering and Fifty/Fifty  
raffle! 

 Join the KofC if you are a male  
    18+ and a practicing Catholic.          
This organization was founded in  
    1882 by Fr. M. J. McGiveny.  

 
Please contact  
Allen Hawkins, Grand    

Knight, at 630–945–
4133 for more details. 

 

Thank you! 
 

Your generosity is essential to  
the life of our parish family. 

 

STA Now Accepts  
VENMO 

Catholic Bishop of Chicago 
Corp. Sol 

 

@StThomasHydePark 

Scan this code to donate. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 17129 

 
The Hyde Park  

Kenwood Food Pantry  
 

is open to give out groceries from 10am 
until 1pm on Saturdays at the Hyde Park 
Union Church at 56th & Woodlawn.  

 
For more information, contact Margaret  

Mitchell at mmm17@uchicago.edh. 
 

 

 
Volunteers are needed for setting up on Fridays 3:00 pm–4:30 pm and food 
distribution on Saturdays 9:30 am–1:30 pm. For further information and to sign 
up, please contact Margaret Mitchell at mmm17@uchicago.edu.  

Stewardship Note for  
10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”- Mark 3:24  

 
Within your parish community, do your ministries collaborate with each other or do 

they compete against each other? Do your parish ministries work for the greater 
glory of God or do they work for the glory of the people running them? The primary 

goal of parish ministry is not to increase Mass attendance, increase the number of 
volunteers or increase offertory. The primary goal is to be one Body of Christ that 

helps people take one step closer to Jesus. If it’s not doing that, it’s not worth doing.  

Photo by Ben White on Unsplash  

SHARING OUR GIFTS 

Stewardship 

Offertory 
May 25 and May 26 

 

   Offertory       $4,099.35 
   Give Central      $2,855.00 
   Building Fund      $400.00 
   Candle Donations  $128.00 
   Mass Offerings      $128.00 
 

    
         Total                       $7,722.35 
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COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Events 
Photo by Estée Janssens on Unsplash  Photo by Samantha Gades on Unsplash  Photo by Vaishakh pillai on Unsplash  

Walk with Us for the Hyde Park Parade!! 
 

We are excited to announce that St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church and School will be participating in 
the Hyde Park Parade 
on July 4th! This is a 

wonderful opportunity 
for our community to 

come together in 
celebration of our 

nation's independence 
while showcasing the 
spirit and unity of our 
parish and school. We 
invite all parishioners, 
students, families, and 
friends to join us for 

this festive and patriotic 
event. 

 
To make this event a 

success, we need your 
help! Volunteers are 
needed to walk in the 
parade, carry banners, 
represent St. Thomas 
the Apostle with joy 

and enthusiasm. Let us 
come together and 
make a memorable 
impression at the 

parade. 
 

We look forward to 
seeing everyone 

walking with pride and 
sharing the vibrant 

spirit of St. Thomas the 
Apostle. Let's make this 

July 4th a day to 
remember by bringing 

our community's 
warmth and unity to the 

heart of Hyde Park. 
Thank you for your 

support, and we can't 
wait to celebrate with 

you! 
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COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Events 
Photo by Estée Janssens on Unsplash  Photo by Samantha Gades on Unsplash  Photo by Vaishakh pillai on Unsplash  

 
Our Parish office hours for the upcoming 

summer season. Starting June 14th through 
August 9th, our office will be closed on 

Fridays. 
 

During this period, our office will remain 
open from Monday through Thursday,  

7:00 AM to 3:30 PM  

 
Communion services only 
during the week of June 
17th since the priests of 

Chicago will be at 
convocation  
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COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Events 
Photo by Estée Janssens on Unsplash  Photo by Samantha Gades on Unsplash  Photo by Vaishakh pillai on Unsplash  

 

We are thrilled to invite you to our much-anticipated Welcome Back Summer Bash! Mark your 

calendars for a day filled with fun, fellowship, and fantastic memories on August 25th. This event is a 

wonderful opportunity for everyone to reconnect, celebrate, and enjoy the vibrant spirit of our 

community as we transition from summer into the new school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Join us for an array of exciting activities, delicious food, and plenty of entertainment for all ages. 

Whether you’re a long-time parish member or new to our school family, this is the perfect occasion to 

come together and strengthen the bonds that make our community so special. 

 

We can't wait to see you there! I'll be sure to get more details soon, so stay tuned.  
Let’s make this Summer Bash an unforgettable event! 



 

 

 

Summer Break  
Starts June 8th 

 
 
 

Follow Us on our 
Social Media 

Platforms 
 

Facebook: @stapostleschool 
Instagram: @stthomasapostle 

Strong Foundation… Future Success! 

St. Thomas the Apostle School 

If you're considering enrolling your children in a preschool program that combines academic excellence 
with strong moral values, St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School is an outstanding choice. Known for 
its nurturing environment and dedicated faculty, the school aims to provide an education that prepares 

young minds for future academic challenges while fostering spiritual growth. 
 

One of the many benefits of choosing St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School is the community it builds 
among families and staff. Active parishioners are eligible for a special discount on tuition, making 

quality education more affordable. This initiative underscores the school's commitment to supporting its 
parish community and ensuring that every child has the opportunity to receive a foundational education 

grounded in Catholic values. 
 

Enrolling your children at St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School means investing in their future. The 
preschool program is designed to engage young learners through a curriculum that promotes 

intellectual curiosity, social skills, and a love for learning. With a focus on both academic and spiritual 
development, children are given a strong start that sets them on a path to success in school and in life. 
Join the St. Thomas community today and provide your children with an education that nurtures both 

mind and soul. 
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Church Address 
5472 S. Kimbark Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60615–5297 

School Address 
5467 S. Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60615–5299 

Sunday:    8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Monday:   8:00 am  

Tuesday:    8:30 am 
Wednesday, Thursday,  

 and Friday:   8:00 am 

Saturday:    4:00 pm vigil 

Holy Days:    8:00 am 

Confession:    Sundays, 9:00–9:45 am 
    Saturdays, 2:30–3:30 pm  

    or by appointment 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church & School 

General Information 

Mass Schedule 

Baptism: Visit our website for additional information 
or contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org  

Marriage or Marriage Preparation: Contact Fr. 
Michael Trail at least six months before your wedding 
date.  

To schedule a funeral: Email the parish secretary, 
Lisa Couch or call 773–324–2626 

Interested in joining the parish as a member?  
Contact the parish secretary, Lisa Couch or visit our 
website for the registration form.  

Interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Church or becoming Catholic?  
Contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org  

Any school related matters or interested in having 
your child enrolled St Thomas the Apostle School? 
Email marketing@stapostleschool.com 

In need of material assistance?  
St. Vincent de Paul Society is available to help. Call 
the parish office at 773–324–2626 and dial ext. 108. 
Please leave your name, phone number, and state your 
need and someone will return your call. 

Parish Offices 
Hours: 7am–3:30pm, Monday—Friday 

Located in the school building. 
Phone: (773) 324–2626  

Fax: (773) 891–0602 
 

www.stapostleparish.org 
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org  

Fr. Michael K. Trail, pastor 
frmtrail@stapostleparish.org, ext. 107 

 

Religious Orders Assisting at St. Thomas  
The Franciscans  

The Jesuits 
The Passionists  

 

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, in residence 
 

Timothy A. Johnston, pastoral associate 
tjohnston@stapostleparish.org | ext. 110 

 
Matthew Merz, coordinator of music ministry 

mmerz@stapostleparish.org 
 

Rosina Hendrickson,  
coordinator of family faith formation 

rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org 
 

Ken Koll, school principal 
kkoll@stapostleschool.com 

Clergy 

Parish staff 

Lisa J. Couch, parish secretary  
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org, ext. 100 during  
office hours or ext. 0 to leave a voicemail message  

 
Paula Jones, director of parish operations, ext. 109 

 
Kianda Boyd, director of marketing 
kboyd@stapostleparish.org | ext. 289 

Pastoral staff 

School Offices 
Hours: 7:30am–3:45pm, Monday—Friday 

Phone: (773) 667–1142  
 

www.stapostleschool.com 
admissions@stapostleschool.com  

mailto:rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org
mailto:rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org
http://www.stapostleparish.org/
mailto:parishoffice@stapostleparish.org
mailto:rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org
mailto:parishoffice@stapostleparish.org
http://www.stapostelschool.com/
mailto:admissions@stapostleschool.com

