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Lent: Love as Sacrifice 

The irony is not lost on me that in this year of our Lord 2024, Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 14 which is Valentine’s Day. Two days that at first glance are seemingly at 
odds with each other; a day when chocolate is given as an expression of one’s feelings is 
the same chocolate that another struggles to give up in a way of growing in holiness. 

Champagne glasses that would clink together over a white tablecloth dinner is the same alcohol that another gives up as 
a means of sacrifice and temperance to honor these days of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. In any other year when these 
yearly commemorations fall on different days of the calendar, one can fully enter the ritual, experience, and tradition of 
each day without violating the other’s. 

This Ash Wednesday and Lent, how do we reconcile these two dates that are seemingly at odds with one another? Very 
simply, the commonality on this day is love. However, the love that is expressed is not a love that is decadent, lavish, 
and excessive, but rather a true love that is a deep abiding love requires sacrifice. 

What does it mean that love requires sacrifice? As we examine the various types of love in classical Greek philosophy 
and reignited in our Catholic ethos by C.S. Lewis’ 1960 book, The Four Loves, we see the gradations of love. What we 
are called to celebrate this Lent is firstly the love of God which is the truest form of love. Other forms of love are one 
that, at some level, have a selfish quality about them. The passions of eros serve our own ego and passions. The mania 
of desire fixates our desires on what we want versus what God wants for us. 

However, the deepest type of love, agape, is a love that is not self-serving, but fully giving and sacrificial. This 
sacrificial love is based in God and “wills the good of the other.”[1] 

To reconcile Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday is a day to realize that true love requires sacrifice. Looking firstly at 
the person of Jesus Christ we see how his love is sacrificial the way He gives up His own life in love for all of humanity 
on the Cross. Sacrificial love on Valentine’s Day is expressed when we put our own desires out of the way and seek the 
good of the one who we love. 

When the ashes are marked on our forehead with the words, “Repent and believe in the Gospel.”[2] this invitation is to a 
relationship that is deeper than our own wants and desires. Not only does it draw us into the mystery of the sacrificial 
love of God, but as we hear it this Valentine’s Day it is an invitation to live that sacrificial love daily with the people we 
love and who love us. 

Anyone who has truly been in love knows that it’s not easy, but perhaps this February 14th is a chance to explore the 
depths of love in a new way with the One who is true love and with the one you love. 

Just so that love doesn’t only last a day, Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day are gateway days to remind us of 
something much deeper. 

Happy Ash Wednesday and Happy Valentine’s Day; both are days of love. 

 
Sincerely in Christ,  

Fr. Trail  

 
[1]

 Catechism of the Catholic Church #1766 
[2]

 Roman Missal, Ash Wednesday 

We’re so glad you’re here and invite you to journey in faith with us. We believe the 
church is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. Our goal is to 
provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the healing, reconciling, 
liberating love of God flows through us to all people. If you have any questions 
about our parish, please call or email our parish office.  

Welcome! 

           Pastor's Desk 

From THE 
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MONDAY, February 12 
Readings: Jas 1:1-11 | Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 | Mk 8:11-13  

Mk 5:1-20  
 Richard West  
 Joe Madison  

 
TUESDAY, February 13 

 Readings: Jas 1:12-18 | Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 |  
Mk 8:14-21  

 Dr Sarah Wright  
 

WEDNESDAY, February 14 
Ash Wednesday  

Readings: Jl 2:12-18 | 2 Cor 5:20-6:2 | Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 | 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

 Marshall Bynum Jr.  
 Joe Madison  

 
THURSDAY, February 15 

Readings: Dt 30:15-20 | Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 |  
Lk 9:22-25 

 Patricia Marris  
 Elcedo & Hamilton Lawrence  
  Godfrey & Florence Cahn  

 
FRIDAY, February 16 

Readings: Is 58:1-9a | Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 |  
Mk 9:14-15  

Bobbie Duff, (Birthday Blessings) 
Maria Ika Martinez, (Birthday Blessings)  

 

SATURDAY, February 17 
The Seven Founders of the Order of Servites, religious  

Readings: Is 58:9b-14 | Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 | Lk 5:27-32 
 John Moore, (Birthday Blessings)  

 

 

This Sunday’s Readings: 6th Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 

Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46  Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11 (7)/1 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  Mark 1:40-45 
 

 Dr. Sarah Wright  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

We encourage you to prepare yourself for next weekend’s liturgy by reading and praying the scriptures   
(visit www.usccb.org). 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 1st Sunday of Lent 
 

Genesis 9:8-15  Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (see 10) 1 Peter 3:18-22  Mark 1:12-15 

                         Worship 

Daily Readings and Prayer Intentions    
Please remember those listed below in your prayers this week. 

Remember in Prayer  
parishioners and friends who are ill: 

 

Dorla Allen, Lucas Allen, Rita Allen, Alexandria 
Banks, , Romulo Barreno, , Dorothy Bonds,  Brad-
ford family, Diane Clarke, Emil F. Coccaro,  Thom-
as & Carol Cole, Patricia Comeaux, Romy Crena, 
Esther Dionisio, Sr., Jean Douglas-Washington, 
Sheldon Dugan, Barbara Dunn, Pat & Dick English, 
Marilyn Epps, Joan Gallagher, Lina Garcia, David 
Giles, Pamela Graniczy, Albert Hines, Kathleen 
Holden, Maria Jimenez, Olga Jimenez, Carolyn 
Jones, Connie Jose, Terri  Kilbane, Charlie King, 
Carol Landrum, Mary Lerps, Linda Loggins,  Man-
kowski Family, Anastacia I. Mebane, Clara Morgan, 
Caridad Neal, Carmen Orendain, Edmond Peirre, 
Agnes Pelt, David Nathaniel Robinson, Dick Russel, 
Nelson R. Sample,  Justina Sentino, Zahari Sim-
mons, Bobby Sims, Olustee Smith, Ernest Talbott, 
Sheree Tilford, Ronald Spencer, Ed Vaughn, Charles 
Walker, Sr., Jo Washington, Julia Washington, Ter-
rance Watson, Mavis Willis, Marie Bijou Wong, 
Joan Yedinak. 
 

    
 

 

 

                         Worship 

https://gcatholic.org/saints/sancti-L13.htm#S18880115-4
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The Hyde Park  
Kenwood Food Pantry  

 

is open to give out groceries from 10am until 
1pm on Saturdays at the Hyde Park Union 
Church at 56th & Woodlawn.  
 

For more information, contact Margaret 
Mitchell at mmm17@uchicago.edu. 

 
Volunteers are needed for setting up on 
Fridays 3:00 pm–4:30 pm and food distribu-
tion on Saturdays 9:30 am–1:30 pm. For fur-
ther information and to sign up, please contact 
Margaret Mitchell at 

mmm17@uchicago.edu.  

 

   Offertory 
 

        January 27 & January 28 
 

Offertory                        $3,473.00 
Give Central                   $3,054.00 
Funeral                           $500.00 
Misc Donations               $520.00 
Building Fund                $26.00 
Candles                          $145.00 
 
 
Total                     $7,718.00 

Thank you! 
 

Your generosity is essential to  

the life of our parish family. 

 

STA Now Accepts  
VENMO 

Catholic Bishop of Chicago 
Corp. Sol 

 

@StThomasHydePark 

Scan this code to donate. 

 

The Knights of Columbus invites 
all the join them for 
the praying of the ro-
sary every Friday im-
mediately following 
the 8a mass.  

 
All are welcome!  

 
Please contact Allen Hawkins, 
630–945–4133 for more details. 

. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 17129 

Stewardship 
SHARING OUR GIFTS 

 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

“Brothers and sisters, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for 
the glory of God.” 

Do a quick check of your priorities. Where does God rank in that list? If He’s not first, 
you have some work to do. Putting God first in everything helps us from putting other 

“gods” (like our pride, ego, money and possessions) before God. Before making a 
decision, ask yourself, “I’m I going this for the glory of God or for the glory of me?”  

 
One way you can reclaim God’s promise and once 
again take up your responsibility is by making a 
direct gift of securities and mutual funds that have 
appreciated in value and have been held for more 
than one year. 
 
When you donate appreciated securities or mutual 
funds to the Annual Catholic Appeal, you can 
reduce or even eliminate federal capital gains taxes 
on the transfer. You may also be entitled to a federal 
income tax charitable deduction based on the fair 
market value of the securities at the time of the 
transfer. For more information about donating stock 
or securities, please contact your financial advisor. 
 
To make a stock donation to the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, please visit archchicago.org/stockgiftform 
and complete the electronic Letter of Intention form.  

A Tax-Savvy Way to Support  
the Annual Catholic Appeal 

 
   Offertory 

 

        February 3 & February 4 
 

Offertory                        $6,809.05 
Give Central                   $4,635.00 
Building Fund                 $575.00 
Mass Offering                $100.00 
Candles                          $345.20 
 
 
Total                     $12,464.25 

Thank you! 
 

Your generosity is essential to  

the life of our parish family. 
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COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Events 
Photo by Estée Janssens on Unsplash  Photo by Samantha Gades on Unsplash  Photo by Vaishakh pillai on Unsplash  
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COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Events 
Photo by Estée Janssens on Unsplash  Photo by Samantha Gades on Unsplash  Photo by Vaishakh pillai on Unsplash  

20 min service 

20 min service 

20 min service 
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Dates to Remember 

 

 
2/16 No School-

Teacher Professional 
Development Day 

 
2/19 No School- 
Presidents Day 

 
2/26- Third Trimester 

Starts 
 

2/29-Half Day-Parent 
Teacher Conferences 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Follow 
Us on 
our 
Social Media 

Platforms 
 

Facebook: @stapostleschool 
Instagram: @stthomasapostle 

St. Thomas the Apostle School 
Strong Foundation… Future Success! 

 
 

That's great to hear that 
Catholic Schools' Week was 
a success at St. Thomas the 
Apostle! Catholic Schools 
Week is an annual event 
celebrated by Catholic 

schools across the country.  
 

It is a time to showcase the 
unique and valuable 

contributions that Catholic 
schools make to their 
communities and to 

celebrate the important role that Catholic education plays in the lives of 
students. 

 
During Catholic Schools 

Week, students, faculty, and 
staff participate in a variety of 

activities and events. These 
may include Mass, service 
projects, open houses, and 
special assemblies. It is a 

time for students to reflect on 
the values of their faith and 

the importance of their 
education. 

 
At St. Thomas the Apostle, it sounds like Catholic Schools' Week was a 

great success. I hope that the students, faculty, and staff all had a wonderful 
time participating in the various events and activities and that everyone was 
able to deepen their understanding of what it means to be a part of a Catholic 

school community. 
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Church Address 
5472 S. Kimbark Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60615–5297 

School Address 
5467 S. Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60615–5299 

Sunday:    8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Monday:   8:00 am  

Tuesday:    8:30 am 
Wednesday, Thursday,  

    and Friday:   8:00 am 

Saturday:    4:00 pm vigil 

Holy Days:    8:00 am 

Confession:    Sundays, 9:00–9:45 am 
    Saturdays, 2:30–3:30 pm  

    or by appointment 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church & School 

General Information 

Mass Schedule 

Baptism: Visit our website for additional information 
or contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org  

Marriage or Marriage Preparation: Contact Fr. 
Michael Trail at least six months before your wedding 
date.  

To schedule a funeral: Email the parish secretary, 
Lisa Couch or call 773–324–2626 

Interested in joining the parish as a member?  
Contact the parish secretary, Lisa Couch or visit our 
website for the registration form.  

Interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Church or becoming Catholic?  
Contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org   

Any school related matters or interested in having 
your child enrolled St Thomas the Apostle School? 
Email marketing@stapostleschool.com 

In need of material assistance?  
St. Vincent de Paul Society is available to help. Call 
the parish office at 773–324–2626 and dial ext. 108. 
Please leave your name, phone number, and state your 
need and someone will return your call. 

Parish Offices 
Hours: 7am–3:30pm, Monday—Friday 

Located in the school building. 
Phone: (773) 324–2626    

Fax: (773) 891–0602 
 

www.stapostleparish.org 
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org  

Fr. Michael K. Trail, pastor 
frmtrail@stapostleparish.org, ext. 107 

 

Religious Orders Assisting at St. Thomas  
The Franciscans  

The Jesuits 
The Passionists  

 

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, in residence 
 

Timothy Johnston, pastoral associate 
tjohnston@stapostleparish.org | ext. 110 

 
Matthew Merz, coordinator of music ministry 

mmerz@stapostleparish.org 
 

Rosina Hendrickson,  
coordinator of family faith formation 

rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org 
 

Ken Koll, school principal 
kkoll@stapostleschool.com 

 
Liv Turner,  parish counselor 

livturner.claret@gmail.com | (224) 908–0308 

Clergy 

Parish staff 

Lisa J. Couch, parish secretary  
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org, ext. 100 during  
office hours or ext. 0 to leave a voicemail message  

 
Paula Jones, director of parish operations, ext. 109 

 
Kianda Boyd, director of marketing 
kboyd@stapostleparish.org | ext. 289 

Pastoral staff 

School Offices 
Hours: 7:30am–3:45pm, Monday—Friday 

Phone: (773) 667–1142  
 

www.stapostleschool.com 
admissions@stapostleschool.com  
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