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Catholics need to 
recover a sense 
of awe and 
adoration before 
the Eucharist, 
knowing that it 
is "the real and 
loving presence 
of the Lord," 
Pope Francis 
told members of 
the committees 
organizing the 
N a t i o n a l 

Eucharistic Revival and the National Eucharistic Congress in 
the United States. 
     Jesus spoke of himself as "the living bread which came 
down from heaven, the true bread that gives life to the 
world," the pope told the group June 19, just three days after 
leaving the hospital following abdominal surgery. 
     "This morning, while I was celebrating the Eucharist, I 
thought about this a lot because it is what gives us life," the 
pope said. "Indeed, the Eucharist is God's response to the 
deepest hunger of the human heart, the hunger for authentic 
life because in the Eucharist Christ himself is truly in our 
midst to nourish, console and sustain us on our journey." 
     Pope Francis walked into the library using his cane instead 
of a wheelchair. And although he sat when he read his 
prepared text -- and added spontaneous comments -- he stood 
to bless the four-foot-tall monstrance, paten and chalice that 
will be used during the eucharistic congress in Indianapolis 
July 17-21, 2024. 
     The group was led by Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of 
Crookston, Minnesota, chair of the U.S. bishops' advisory 
group for the National Eucharistic Revival, a multi-year 
process aimed at renewing and strengthening faith in the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and chair of the board of 
directors planning the eucharistic congress. 
     Bishop Cozzens told Catholic News Service it was "an 
incredible privilege" to meet the pope and experience "his love, 
his passion for the Eucharist and for the work that we're about." 
     Pope Francis told the group that, unfortunately, today 
many Catholics "believe that the Eucharist is more a symbol 
than the reality of the Lord's presence and love." 
     But, he said, "it is more than a symbol; it is the real and 
loving presence of the Lord." 
     "It is my hope, then, that the eucharistic congress will 
inspire Catholics throughout the country to discover anew the 
sense of wonder and awe at the Lord's great gift of himself," 
he said, "and to spend time with him in the celebration of the 
holy Mass and in personal prayer and adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament." 

     Pope Francis lamented that many people "have lost the 
sense of adoration. We need to regain the sense of adoring in 
silence, adoration. It is a prayer we have lost; few people 
know what this is, and you bishops need to catechize the 
faithful on the prayer of adoration," he said, looking at Bishop 
Cozzens and Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, Indiana, who also accompanied the group. 
     The pope insisted on the link between celebrating Mass, 
eucharistic adoration and sharing the Gospel with others. 
"In the Eucharist, we encounter the one who gave everything 
for us, who sacrificed himself in order to give us life, who 
loved us to the end," he said. "We become credible witnesses to 
the joy and transforming beautify of the Gospel only when we 
recognize that the love we celebrate in this sacrament cannot be 
kept to ourselves but demands to be shared with all." 
     "This is the sense of mission: You go, you celebrate Mass, 
you take Communion, you go to adoration -- and afterward?" 
he asked. "Afterward you go out, you go out and evangelize; 
Jesus makes us this way." 
     "The Eucharist impels us to a strong and committed love 
of neighbor," he insisted. "For we cannot truly understand or 
live the meaning of the Eucharist if our hearts are closed to 
our brothers and sisters, especially those who are poor, 
suffering, weary or may have gone astray in life." 
     Speaking off the cuff, the pope said those who believe in 
the Eucharist must reach out to and visit "the elderly, who are 
the wisdom of a people, and the sick, who take the form of 
the suffering Jesus." 
     Pope Francis prayed that the National Eucharistic 
Congress would "bear fruit in guiding men and women 
throughout your nation to the Lord who, by his presence 
among us, rekindles hope and renews life." 
     In an interview with CNS following the papal audience, 
Bishop Cozzens said the ongoing process of the Synod of 
Bishops on synodality and the eucharistic revival are related 
since, in the listening sessions for the synod, many Catholics 
expressed concern about a lack of belief in the real presence 
and about declining Mass attendance. 
     "We're probably at an all-time low in the United States in 
terms of the percentage of Catholics who are actually going to 
Mass every Sunday," he said, which is "a huge concern that 
came forward in the synod process." 
     The listening sessions also pleaded with the bishops to work 
for the unity of the church in the country and draw everyone 
together around the sacrament of unity, and communion is the 
best way to do that, he said. "So, I would argue that the synodal 
process helped us build the whole thing." 
     "The Eucharist is the source of our life in the church," the 
bishop said. "It's the beating heart of the church where we 
receive the life of Christ as the body of Christ." [By Cindy 
Wooden, https://www.usccb.org/news/2023/adore-jesus-real-
presence-eucharist-pope-tells-us-catholics.] 

Pope Francis blesses a four-foot-tall monstrance, a 
chalice and a paten as Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens l 
ooks on. (CNS screengrab/Vatican Media)  

ADORE JESUS' REAL PRESENCE IN THE EUCHARIST, POPE TELLS U.S. CATHOLICS 
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Church Address 
5472 S. Kimbark Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60615-5297 

 

School Address 
5467 S. Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60615-5299 
 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL 

General Information 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Parish Offices 
Hours: 7am-3:30pm, Monday-Thursday 
[Office closed Fridays during Summer] 

Located in the school building. 
Phone: (773) 324-2626    

Fax: (773) 891-0602 
 

www.stapostleparish.org 
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org  

Fr. Michael K. Trail, pastor 
frmtrail@stapostleparish.org, ext. 107 

Religious Orders Assisting at St. Thomas  
The Franciscans  

The Jesuits 
The Passionists  

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, in residence 

CLERGY 

PARISH STAFF 

Lisa J. Couch, Parish Secretary  
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org, ext. 100 during  
office hours or ext. 0 to leave a voicemail message  

Paula Jones, Director of Parish Operations, ext. 109 

Lissa Romell, Bulletin Editor 

School Offices 
Hours: 7:30am-3:45pm, Monday-Friday 

Phone: (773) 667-1142  
 

www.stapostleschool.com 
admissions@stapostleschool.com  

Sunday:    8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
Monday:   8:00 AM  
Tuesday:    8:30 AM 
Wednesday, Thursday,  
    and Friday:   8:00 AM 
Saturday:    4:00 PM VIGIL 
Holy Days:    8:00 AM 
Confession:    Sundays, 9:00–9:45 AM 
    Saturdays,, 2:30–3:30 PM  
    or by appointment 

BAPTISM: Visit our website for additional information 
or contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org. 

MARRIAGE OR MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Contact Fr. 
Michael Trail at least six months before your wedding 
date.  

TO SCHEDULE A FUNERAL: Email the parish secretary, 
Lisa Couch or call 773–324–2626 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE PARISH AS A MEMBER?  
Contact the parish secretary, Lisa Couch or visit our 
website for the registration form.  

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OR BECOMING CATHOLIC?  
Contact Rosina Hendrickson at 
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org   

ANY SCHOOL RELATED MATTERS OR INTERESTED IN 
HAVING YOUR CHILD ENROLLED ST THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE SCHOOL? Email  admissions@stapostleschool.com  

IN NEED OF MATERIAL ASSISTANCE?  
St. Vincent de Paul Society is available to help. Call the 
parish office at 773–324–2626 and dial ext. 108. Please 
leave your name, phone number, and state your need and 
someone will return your call. 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Timothy Johnston, pastoral associate 

tjohnston@stapostleparish.org 

Matthew Merz, coordinator of music ministry 
mmerz@stapostleparish.org 

Rosina Hendrickson 
coordinator of family faith formation 

rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org 

Ken Koll, school principal 
kkoll@stapostleschool.com 
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Marcia Boswell

 
mboswell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2246

 
Family Owned and Operated

Since 1913

773.238.0075
John G. Schultz, Sr.

 
John G. Schultz, Jr.

Pre-need Plan Available 

www.donnellanfuneralhome.com

10525 S. Western Ave., Chicago


