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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

We’re so glad you’re here and invite you to journey in
faith with us. We believe the church is the sacrament of
God’s saving presence in the world. Our goal is to
provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where
the healing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. If you have
any questions about our parish, please call or email our parish office.

Welcome!

Worship
Today’s Readings: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 11:22—12:2  Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14  2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2  Luke 19:1-10
Ombra Alawi, Marcia Fernandez, Valentina Stephan
We encourage you to prepare yourself for next weekend’s liturgy
by reading and praying the scriptures (visit www.usccb.org).
Next Sunday’s Readings: Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14  Psalm 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15  2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5  Luke 20:27-38

Weekday Mass Intentions

Weekday Masses are at 8am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. On Tuesdays, when we join with our school
students, Mass is at 8:30am. Please remember those listed below in your prayers this week.
MONDAY, October 31
Readings: Phil 2:1-4  Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3  Lk 14:12-14
When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind. Lk 14:13
Atilano Camara
Prayers & gratitude for organ donors & their families
TUESDAY, November 1—All Saints
Readings: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14  Ps 24:1bcd-2, 3-4ab, 5-6  1 Jn
3:1-3  Mt 5:1-12a
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be
has not yet been revealed. 1 Jn 3:2
Marcus Martinez (Birthday blessings)
WEDNESDAY, November 2—All Souls
Readings: Wis 3:1-9  Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  Rom 6:3-9 
Jn 6:37-40
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I
will not reject anyone who comes to me. Jn 6:37
Gina Freed & family
Brigida Mercado
THURSDAY, November 3
Readings: Phil 3:3-8a  Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7  Lk 15:1-10
I consider everything as a loss because of the supreme
good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Phil 3:8
Sharon Vadeboncoeur,
James Power
FRIDAY, November 4-St. Charles Borromeo
Readings: Phil 3:17—4:1  Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5  Lk

16:1-8
I rejoiced because they said to me, “We will go up to the
house of the LORD.” Ps 122:1
Kenneth MacKenzie
Susan J. Romell
Joan Novick
Frank & Caroline Bacik
John Paul Villarin (Birthday blessings!)
deceased
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Scripture R

EFLECTION

by Sr. Domitille Ndayisenga
martyr like the seven brothers and their mother is not easy,
it does not come one time, it is a training. We need
spiritual strength to choose God every day and each
moment of our life, to keep God’s laws. We need to train
ourselves to keep fidelity to our daily engagements.
The story of the seven brothers and their mother who
Without God’s grace, we can’t do anything (John
accept to die in hope of the resurrection has common 15:5b). Saint Paul helps us to understand that we can do all
elements with the Gospel (Luke 20:27- 38) with the story things with the strength of God (Phil 4:13). In the New
told by the Sadducees ridiculing the idea of a resurrection. Testament, the seven brothers and their mother who were
Both speak about resurrection after death, and both have brave, symbolize Jesus who accepts to die instead of
seven brothers and one
violating the truth, and the
woman. In The second
What do these brothers
Blessed Mary who
reading, God is the one
encouraged her son until
and mother teach us today?
who gives strength to our
the last minute (John
To be faithful in times of trial...
hearts.
19:25-30). Both have
I always admire the
hope for the resurrection
courage of these brothers and their mother who accept to and the promise that they will inherit eternal life (Luke
endure sufferings instead of violating the law of their 9:22)
ancestors. “We are ready to die rather than transgress the
In the Second reading, Saint Paul continues to show
laws of our ancestors' (2 Macc 7:2). What a strong that it is the Lord’s Father who gives us everlasting
statement! They hope to receive eternal life after earthly encouragement to be faithful to do what is good. He invites
life and hope in the resurrection (the fourth brother showed us to support all sufferings for Christ (2 Thes2:16-3:5).
the hope he has in the resurrection after much suffering “It
On the question of marriage after death, Jesus shows
is my choice to die at the hands of mortals with the hope them that those who attend to the resurrection are like an
that God will restore me to life; but you, there will be no angel who does not need to marry or to be married. They
resurrection to life” (2 Macc 7:14b).
are like angels. Those who die are still alive to God. Jesus
We do everything we can in order to avoid dying. We shows this to the Pharisees by saying “Lord is the God of
try to check insurance, eat well, exercise, and do all the Abraham, Isaac, and the God of Jacob; he is not God of
things we think will help us live longer. But these brothers the dead, but of the Living” (Luke 20:37-38).
and their mom did not care about the torture the king was
Remember that whatever the fight we are doing,
doing to them. The king was thinking that after seeing whatever suffering we endure to fight our personal and
how the first brother died, others would agree to eat what communal sins, whatever struggle we experience to protect
is not lawful, but they refused because of the supernatural our faith, our joy will be full because we trust that “God
power they had. In Matthew 10: 28, Jesus tells us “Do not will raise us up to eternal life” (2 Maccabees7:9b).
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.” The
king killed the body, not their souls.
What do these brothers and mothers teach us today? To
Sr. Domitille Ndayisenga is
be faithful in the times of trial, hoping to reach heaven
one of our parish interns from
with resurrection.
Catholic Theological Union.
Their strong faith gave them courage that they will
She is a member of the
receive joy after much suffering as we find in today’s
Congregation of Immaculate
responsorial Psalm 17:15: “Lord when your glory appears,
Heart of Mary called "Benemy joy will be full.” I always admire the mother who
Mariya" founded in Burundi
in East Africa.
encourages her children to die for God’s glory. To be a

“We are ready to die rather than transgress
the laws of our ancestors”
(2Maccabees 7:2).

“

”
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Faith
PARISH

Calendar
All Saints Mass:
November 1
8:30am & 7pm
All Souls Evening Prayer:
November 2, 7pm. Join the
parish family as we
remember all those who
have died this past year.
You are invited to bring a framed picture
of a deceased loved one for our Altar of
the Dead. Please drop them off in the
back of church after Mass or to the parish
office no later than Sunday, October 30.

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

FORMATION

Universal
Call to Holiness
The

This week we celebrate both the Solemnity of All Saints (November 1) and the
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (November 2). These two observances
call to mind the Church’s teaching on the Communion of Saints. Those of us on earth
are united with our brothers and sisters in purgatory and in heaven. The Communion
of Saints is comprised of the Church Triumphant (those in heaven), the Church
Suffering (those in purgatory), and the Pilgrim Church, also called the Church
Militant, (those on earth). During the month of November, we recall in a special way
all those who are examples and models of holiness for us.

Questions of the Week

Adults: During the next week, what could you do to welcome someone who
usually feels excluded?
Children: Is there a child in your class or neighborhood who is left out of
games and activities? What can you do?

First Friday Adoration:
November
4, 8:30am10am
Ministry Enrichment
Gathering in Chicago:

November 5, 9am-2:30pm
Visit http://www.ltp.org/
anointed-chicago for more
information and to register.

Hospitality: November 6,
9am-1pm

Christmas
Market:
November 12-13. All
proceeds go to the
Building Fund.
Advent, Season of
Encounter:
Bible
Study:
Beginning

November 29. Sunday
morning, Tuesday night, and Friday
afternoon groups.

During the Advent season, we
actively recall the arrival of Jesus as
the Word made flesh, and we joyfully
await his final return at the end of the
age. But as we remember the past
and anticipate the future, we are also
attentive to our divine encounters in
the present, the ways God “arrives”
in our everyday lives. Amy Ekeh’s
Advent, Season of Divine Encounter
helps us explore three key Scripture
passages to recall, recognize, and
anticipate the ways God comes into
our lives and our world.

Three Different Opportunities to Gather
Sunday Group @ 11:15 a.m. in Rm. 100B
(across from parish office) (Dec. 4, 11, & 18)
Tuesday Group @ 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
(Nov. 29, Dec. 6 & 13)
Friday Group @ 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
(Dec. 2, 9, & 16)
Minimum of 10 per group for a viable gathering
$10 suggested donation to help with materials.

Register using the QR Code or visit https://forms.gle/vb7zfC1RfWmEyrr37

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
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School
Dates to Remember
Monday, 10/31
Halloween
PK Students may dress in
costume. Students in K-8 may
wear black and orange.

Kindergarten & 1st Grade Pumpkin Book Project
Kindergarten and first grade
families work together to
share a love of reading!
During the month of October,
students in Kindergarten and
1st grade were hard at work
reading each night, on the hunt
for a character that stands out
to them. When they picked out
their favorite character from their favorite book, families
worked together to decorate a pumpkin to represent that
favorite character. The entire school can admire these
pumpkin creations in the main school entrance off of
Woodlawn Avenue. It is wonderful to see the families all
involved in this fun learning experience! Thank you to Mrs.
Issa and Ms. Jones for coordinating this project.

Tuesday, 11/1
All-School Mass
led by 6th Grade 8:30 A.M.

STA Website
www.stapostleschool.com
Facebook: @stapostleschool

Huge congratulations to the STA Girls
Volleyball team who won their first game
last weekend! Thank you to their coaches,
Coach Cash (our gym teacher) and Mrs.
McCraney (a parent volunteer).
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LET US

Pray T

NOVEMBER

OGETHER

Prayer
Requests?
If you have prayer requests, please email them to the
parish office and they will be sent to the STA
Charismatic Prayer Group, who will pray for you. The
address is: parishoffice@stapostleparish.org.

Receive Communion
THE MONTH OF ALL SOULS
During November, we pray in an intentional way for the
deceased. As part of our prayerful commemoration, the
parish will set up an Altar of the Dead. You are invited to
bring a framed picture of a deceased loved one for this altar.
Please drop them off in the back of church after Mass or to
the parish office no later than Sunday, October 30. A special
Evening Prayer will be celebrated at 7pm on November 2.

At home, in a hospital or nursing home
If you or a loved one are ill or homebound and unable
to attend Mass, there are Ministers of Care available to
bring Holy Communion to the home, hospital or Senior
facility. The Ministers of Care will be fully vaccinated
and will wear a mask and practice other safety
measures. We would appreciate members of the
household wearing masks as well. Please call Lisa at
773-324-2626 and she will make the arrangements..
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Stewardship

SHARING OUR GIFTS
Remember in Prayer

All who are involved in parish ministry are invited to a
Ministry Enrichment Gathering being held here at St. Thomas

Exercising Your
Baptismal Call!

on Saturday, November 5
from 9:00am-2:30pm.
Sponsored by Liturgy
Training Publications, we
will explore the theme:
Anointed for Mission:

Exercising Your Baptismal
Call. By reclaiming the
power of our baptismal
identities (priest, prophet,
and king), we will work to
build up our parish. The
cost is $25 per person.
Visit http://www.ltp.org/
anointed-chicago for more
information and to
register.

THE HYDE PARK KENWOOD

Parishioners & friends who are ill:
Judy Allen, Estrella Alamar, Dorla Allen,
Lucas Allen, Janet Banks, Romulo
Barreno, Betty Black, Dorothy Bonds,
Diane Clarke, Emil F. Coccaro, Dorothy
Comeaux, Romy Crena, Esther Dionisio,
Sr., Jean Douglas-Washington, Sheldon
Dugan, Barbara Dunn, Pat & Dick
English, Marilyn Epps, Joan Gallagher,
Lina Garcia, David Giles, Pamela
Graniczy, Kathleen Holden, Angela
Jackson, Maria Jimenez, Olga Jimenez,
Carolyn Jones, Connie Jose, Charlie King,
Mary Lerps, Corrine Lipinski, Linda
Loggins, Mankowski Family, Anastacia
I. Mebane, Clara Morgan, Caridad Neal,
Carmen Orendain, Gregory Papesh,
Edmond Peirre, Agnes Pelt, David
Nathaniel Robinson, Dick Russel, Nelson
R. Sample, Zahari Simmons, Bobby Sims,
Olustee Smith, Renesha Spencer, Ernest
Talbott, Ed Vaughn, Charles Walker, Sr.,
Jo Washington, Julia Washington,
Terrance Watson, Richard West, Pearl E.
Williams, Mavis Willis, Marie Bijou
Wong, Joan Yedinak
For those who have died:
Roslyn Pitts
Pearl Williams
(mother of Morgana Williams)
May God grant them
eternal joy & peace.

Food Pantry

is open to give out groceries from 10am until 1pm on Saturdays at the Hyde
Park Union Church at 56th & Woodlawn. For more information, contact
Margaret Mitchell at mmm17@uchicago.edu.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

for setting up on Fridays 3:00-4:30 and food
distribution on Saturdays 9:30-1:30. For further information and to sign up,
please contact Margaret Mitchell at mmm17@uchicago.edu.
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Parish Counselor

Have you noticed that
everyone seems stressed?
Over the last few years,
we’ve been confronted with a
pandemic, a move towards a
digital life, and a world with
demands that have not
slowed down. Gosh even
talking about it is stressful.
Looking at the time period
we’re in, I find myself
thinking, “Man wouldn’t it be
MICHAELOLAN.CLARET@GMAIL.COM
great to slow down and deal
with all of this anxiety?”
Starting November 15th The Claret Center will be
hosting a series of groups tailored and focused on
helping individuals to learn to manage these stresses
and to get a handle on the daily reminders of the digital
age. It is our commitment to help teach you and your
loved ones how to identify and reduce feelings of stress
and anxiety.
This group is open to all, and will be held in person at
The Claret Center, currently residing on-site at St.

In a letter to members of Congress, bishop chairmen
emphasize the Catholic Church’s vision for an
authentically life-affirming society that prioritizes the well
-being of families and present policy recommendations to
uphold and advance this vision in legislation. As chairmen
of committees of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) representing a focus on issue areas of particular
concern with women and families, the bishops call for
“‘radical solidarity’ with mothers, babies (born and
preborn) and families throughout each person’s entire
lifespan.”
“There are serious cultural, social, economic, and
spiritual challenges that face women, families, and
children today. These are challenges that concern the
common good. Ensuring that no children grow up in
poverty, that parents have time away from work to care for
them, that families are formed and remain intact, that the

“

Wouldn’t it be great to
slow down and deal
with all this anxiety?

”

Thomas. The group is available at no cost to you. So
please come join us as we take a moment to step back
from our lives, so that we can address and manage this
new world.
Please reach out via email to let me know if you would
like to join us, and feel free to contact me if you are
seeking individual therapy services.
Michael Olan, St. Thomas Parish Counselor, is available
to meet in person or via Zoom at his office at the Claret
Center, currently residing with St. Thomas the Apostle.
Michael can accept most BlueCross BlueShield PPO
insurance plans through The Claret Center and also offers
a sliding scale, so do not let finances be a
deterrent.
Contact
Michael
directly
at michaelolan.claret@gmail.com or at 872-212-6101.

healthcare necessary for healthy moms and children is
affordable, that workplace policies respect pregnant and
nursing mothers, that child care is affordable and high
quality but also not forced on families by financial
pressures, that no children are hungry or homeless, that
toxic chemicals do not cause babies to have birth defects
or cancer, that immigrant families be treated in accord
with their inviolable dignity – all of these goals require the
cooperation of all and the exclusion of none. Goals like
these cannot be achieved by individual efforts alone and
will necessarily require collaborative work on the part of
our government leaders.”
The letter includes a list of several policy
recommendations the USCCB has long supported that
would improve the well-being of women and families.
These include recommendations related to labor
protections for pregnant and nursing women, support for
pregnancy resource centers, the Child Tax Credit, parental
leave policies, childcare, housing, maternal and child
health, nutrition, education, adoption support, relationship
education and safety, an end to marriage penalties,
environmental policies, and care for

(cont’d on p. 10)
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Advent & Christmas

OPPORTUNITIES

Designed as a sixsided tower, this
calendar is perfect for
any family seeking to
celebrate Advent
with intention and
devotion.
This
beautiful calendar
can
be
the
centerpiece of your
seasonal décor. Place
it near the family
Advent Wreath, or
place a light inside or
above it, and the
images glow like
stained-glass.
Benedictine Martin Erspamer's art beautifully illustrates
the Advent and Christmas narrative. Each of the forty
doors opens to reveal a unique image for each day from
the beginning of Advent until the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord, the close of the
Christmas season. It comes with
a short booklet by Craig
Mueller, which includes
different customs, prayers, and
readings for each door that is
opened each day of the Advent
and Christmas Seasons.
PRICE: $15.00 ea.
Make checks payable to St. Thomas the Apostle
ORDER BY Monday, November 7 by visiting
https://forms.gle/iduFCtrjUwY7iqXH8
or scanning the QR code above.
DELIVERY / PICK UP after Masses the Weekend of
November 19 and 20 in the Parish Hall.

USCCB (cont’d from p. 9)

immigrant families.
The signatories of the letter are Archbishop Paul S.
Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of the Committee
on Domestic Justice and Human Development,
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco,
chairman of the Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family
Life, and Youth, Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore, chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life
Activities, and Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville, auxiliary
bishop of Washington and chairman of the Committee on
Migration.
A copy of the bishops’ letter to Congress and policy
recommendations can be found here: https://
www.usccb.org/resources/USCCB%20Letter%20and%
20Policy%20Recommendations%20Supporting%
20Women%20and%20Families%20-%20Oct%
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL

General Information

Church Address
5472 S. Kimbark Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615-5297

School Address
5467 S. Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615-5299

Parish Offices
Hours: 7am-3pm, Monday-Friday
Located in the school building.
Phone: (773) 324-2626
Fax: (773) 891-0602

School Offices
Hours: 7:30am-3:45pm, Monday-Friday
Phone: (773) 667-1142

www.stapostleparish.org
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org

CLERGY
Fr. Michael K. Trail, Pastor
frmtrail@stapostleparish.org, ext. 107
Deacon Kurt Davis
Deacon Steve Kuehn, ofm
Religious Orders Assisting at St. Thomas
The Jesuits
The Franciscans
The Passionists

PASTORAL STAFF
Timothy Johnston, Pastoral Associate
tjohnston@stapostleparish.org
Matthew Merz, Music Ministry
Rosina Hendrickson
Coordinator of Family Faith Formation:
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org
School Principal: Ken Koll
Michael Olan, Parish Counselor
michaelolan.claret@gmail.com, 872-212-6101

PARISH STAFF
Lisa J. Couch, Parish Secretary
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org, ext. 100
Paula Jones, Director of Parish Operations, ext. 109
Lissa Romell, Bulletin Editor

IN RESIDENCE

Bishop Joseph N. Perry

www.stapostelschool.com
admissions@stapostleschool.com

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 8am & 10am
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 8am
Tuesday: 8:30am
Saturday: 4pm vigil
Holy Days: 8am
Confession: Sundays, 9-9:45am
Saturdays, 2:30-3:30pm or by appointment
Baptism: To schedule your child’s baptism, contact
the parish secretary, Lisa Couch or visit our website
for more information.
Marriage or Marriage Preparation: Contact Fr.
Michael Trail at least six months before your wedding
date.
To schedule a funeral: Email the parish secretary,
Lisa Couch or call 773-324-2626
Interested in joining the parish as a member?
Contact the parish secretary, Lisa Couch or visit our
website for the registration form.
Interested in learning more about the Catholic
Church or becoming Catholic?
Contact Rosina Hendrickson at
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org
Any school related matters or interested in having
your child enrolled St Thomas the Apostle School?
Email admissions@stapostleschool.com
In need of material assistance?
St. Vincent de Paul Society is available to help. Call
the parish office at 773-324-2626 and dial extension
108. Please leave your name, phone number, and state
your need and someone will return your call.

DALCAMO FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned & Operated Since 1939

312-842-8681
470 West 26th Street, Chicago

www.ChicagoDentistry.com
(773)643-6006

Your
ad

3D Photo Gifts for
All Occasions
www.angelsinlight.com

could
be in
this
space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Angels in Light

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

DONNELLAN FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES

10525 S. Western Ave., Chicago
773.238.0075
Family Owned and Operated Since 1913
John G. Schultz, Sr.
John G. Schultz, Jr.

For further information,
please call the Parish Office. Pre-need Plans Available

www.donnellanfuneralhome.com

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

1312 E. 53rd Street
Chicago, IL 60615

The Most Complete

Check It Out Today!

Online National

www.thesitdown53.com

Directory of

Sun.-Thurs. 11:00AM-9:30PM
Fri. & Sat. 11:00AM-10:30PM

Catholic Parishes

Owner Salvatore Pappalito

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate
*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc.
Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

$99

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,

Installation*

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within
10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion
or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373
512122 St Thomas the Apostle Church

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
www.jspaluch.com

318 East 71st St.
(773) 846-6133

5911 W. Madison St.
(773) 626-4222

www.aaraynerandsonsfuneralhome.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

