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I tell

Parish Offices
Hours: 7am-3pm, Monday-Friday
Located at 55th & Woodlawn
5472 S. Kimbark Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615-5297
Phone: (773) 324-2626
Fax: (773) 891-0602
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ask &

Fr. Michael K. Trail, Pastor
FrMTrail@stapostleparish.org
Extension 107

you will

Deacon: Deacon Kurt Davis
Deacon Steve Kuehn, OFM

receive…

Parish Office:
Lisa J. Couch, secretary
(773) 324-2626
Parish Voicemail box, ext. 0

~Luke 11:9

Director of Parish Operations:
Paula Jones, ext. 109
Music Ministry: Matthew Merz
Coordinator of Family Faith
Formation: Rosina Hendrickson
Bulletin Editor: Lissa Romell
Parish School
Kenneth Koll, Principal
5467 S. Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60615-5299
telephone: (773) 667-1142
Fax: (773) 891-0602
www.stapostleschool.com

Remember the poor boxes.

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
Mass Schedule
Sunday
8am & 10am
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday: 8am
Tuesday: 8:30am
Saturday: 4pm
Holy Days: 8am

Confession: Sundays, 9-9:45am
Saturdays, 2:30-3:30pm or by appointment
Baptism
Please contact the Parish Office.
Marriage
Please make arrangements eight months in advance.
Membership
Please register at the Parish Office or online at
www.stapostleparish.org under “Contact Us”.

Come visit us at www.stapostleparish.org

Page 2

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

Welcome!

We’re so glad you’re here and invite you to journey in faith with us. We believe the
church is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. Our goal is to provide
a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the healing, reconciling, liberating love
of God flows through us to all people. If you have any questions about our parish,
please call or email our parish office. All archdiocesan parishes, churches, schools
and offices are mask-optional environments. Please feel free to continue to wear
your mask if you feel more comfortable doing so or if you are part of a vulnerable
population where masking is still strongly encouraged.
Today’s Readings: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 18:20-32  Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8  Colossians 2:12-14  Luke 11:1-13
Dr. Herman Neal, John Schilling (speedy recovery)
We encourage you to prepare yourself for next weekend’s liturgy
by reading and praying the scriptures (visit www.usccb.org).
Next Sunday’s Readings: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23  Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 & 17  Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  Luke 12:13-21

Weekday Mass Intentions

Weekday Masses are at 8am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. On Tuesdays, when we join with our school
students, Mass is at 8:30am. Please remember those listed below in your prayers this week.
MONDAY, July 25-St. James, Apostle
Readings: 2 Cor 4:7-15  Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 
Mt 20:20-28
Whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your
servant. Mt 20:26
Anthony Gomes
John Schilling (speedy recovery)

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Jn 11:23
Harold Gauthier (Birthday blessings!!)
John Schilling (speedy recovery)
deceased

TUESDAY, July 26-Sts. Joachim and Anne
Readings: Jer 14:17-22  Ps 79:8, 9, 11 & 13  Mt 13:36-43
He who sows good seed is the Son of Man. Mt 13:38
Louis Michael French
John Schilling (speedy recovery)
WEDNESDAY, July 27
Readings: Jer 15:10, 16-21  Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18  Mt
13:44-46
For you, O God, are my stronghold, my merciful God! Ps
59:18
Iris Alma Carter
John Schilling (speedy recovery)
THURSDAY, July 28
Readings: Jer 18:1-6  Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab  Mt
13:47-53
Every scribe who has been instructed in the Kingdom of
heaven is like the head of a househould who brings from
their storeroom both the new and the old. Mt 13:52
Wiley and Lewis Family
FRIDAY, July 29-Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus
Our Parish Office is closed Fridays during the summer.
Readings: Jer 26:1-9  Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14  Jn 11:19-27

TODAY!
St. Thomas the Apostle
BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, July 24
8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
in our STA School Gym.

Walk-ins are welcome!!

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Parishioner and Friends of
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish,
I have some updates for you
on the parish:
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Picnic
September 18, 2022
Stay tuned for more information!
Pipe Organ in Need of Repairs
Many of you know I play the organ and it is an instrument
near to my heart.
I mentioned during my homily last week at the 4 PM
and the 10 AM Masses that we are experiencing an issue
with the pipe organ. Behind the altar is the home of our
Aeolian Skinner pipe organ, designed for our parish and
installed by our former music director, Mr. Thomas
Wiesflog. The Skinner organ is of the same age and
quality of instrument as its larger cousin housed at
Rockefeller Chapel down the road. Ours is one of the best
on the southside of the city in both Catholic and Protestant
churches. Our pipe organ is directly behind the wooden
screen behind the altar and, additionally, two large
sections of pipes are located in a huge chamber above the
sacristy. Our current music director, Mr. Matt Merz, and I
recently had a chance to meet with Tom Wiesflog, go over
the condition of our magnificent instrument, and climb
into the chamber via ladder above the sacristy to inspect
the pipes and workings of the organ. We were given a
good score of 7/10 on the condition of our instrument by
its designer, Tom Weisflog. We were docked 3 points due
to some historical upkeep issues and the natural wear and
tear that takes place due to age.
Here is what is keeping us from being a 10/10:
The need for updated electronics in the organ
console: The console that controls the entire organ
is controlled by electronics from the 1980s/1990s
and are beginning to show their age. Some of the
buttons/knobs that control the pipes on the organ
are not working due to this and make playing and
using the controls difficult and unreliable.
Air not getting to the pipes: The organ gets its wind
to blow through the pipes from a motor that
produces air that flows through tubes that fill
chests of air which blow through the pipes to
create sound when a key is pressed. You’ve
noticed last weekend you may be hearing a
wooshing sound during Mass. Last week, one of
the air tubes that connects the motor to the air
chest became dislodged and is now disconnect
from the wind chest and the air is now just going
into the chamber causing the noise. It sounds like
an easy fix just to put the tube back, but there are
some extra steps that are necessary and the
complexity of an instrument like ours requires a
professional to fix this. This is something more

that Matt and I are can to do on our own. (Matt
and I have had to resort to duct tape at times over
this past year to fix small leaks)
Certain notes not working: There are several
thousand pipes that make an individual sound.
Some of these are not working correctly or not
working at all. This due to the constant change in
temperature, humidity, the age of the instrument,
and some previous upkeep issues.
Don’t get me wrong, the organ is still functional, plays
beautifully, and will continue to be used each weekend.
Often in the evenings after working I’ll go into the
church and practice for a while just to decompress from
the busyness of the day. But just as anything else, as things
age they require upkeep. While we don’t have funds in our
budget to address all of these issues we will do our best to
address them so that we can continue to have quality
music at our parish. The more we can address issues now
help us to prevent larger (and more expensive) issues in
the future. That in mind, if you find yourself able to
support this endeavor please feel free to reach out to me.
School starts August 22, 2022.
As you remember from one of my letters in June, I am
happy to welcome our new principal to St. Thomas, Ken
Koll. Ken is settling in well and our students will return to
the classroom on August 22. There is still plenty of time to
enroll your child in school. I’m so proud of our quality
education and I invite you to tour our school if you are still
looking for a place for your child for the 2022/2023 school
year. To learn more about our school, you can email
admissions@stapostleschool.com
Welcome back Fr. Robin Ryan, CP!
Fr. Robin has been away recuperating from surgery since
the end of May and I am happy to welcome him back to
St. Thomas after his recovery to say Mass again on
Sunday, August 8 at the 10 AM Mass. I know so many of
you missed his presence and preaching; I am included in
that number. There were some Sundays where I would sit
in the sacristy during his homilies to be edified by his
preaching. I am happy to welcome him back home to St.
Thomas and he has shared with me his excitement to
return to the altar. Please give him a warm welcome.
A personal note
I’ll be away from the parish from July 25 until August 8 for
some family events in Michigan, personal commitments, and
some time away before the start of the school year. I’m
thankful for the Franciscan Fathers who are covering the
majority of the weekday and weekend Masses in my absence.
If you need any assistance while I am away, please feel free
to reach out to Lisa, the parish secretary, at
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org or 773-324-2626.
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Trail
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We hope the STA community
is having a wonderful and restful summer!
Welcome, Mr. Koll!
Dates to Remember
Monday,
August 22, 2022
First Day of School

STA Website
www.stapostleschool.com

Over the past few weeks, Mr. Koll, our
new principal hit the ground running
preparing for the upcoming school
year! We look forward to first day of
school on Monday, August 22, 2022.

Used Uniform Sale
There will be a used uniform sale in
our school cafeteria on July 27 from
12-2 P.M. Check out our special
JULY only deals!

Save the Date!
Interested in joining
the STA team?
We are looking for
passionate educators to
work with our amazing
students for the upcoming
2022-2023 school year.
Those interested in applying
should reach out to Mr. Koll
and apply on the following
website: https://
www.applitrack.com/
archchicago/onlineapp/

Follow STA on Social Media!
Facebook: @stapostleschool
Instagram: @stthomasapostle

Our Welcome Back Social is on Thursday, August 18!
Get excited to drop your school supplies and visit your child’s
classroom and new teacher. Mr. Koll will be sharing his vision
and meeting parents in the gym during this fun event.
More details about this event will be coming soon!

Members of the STA Class of
2022 with 8th Grade teacher
Mrs. Melachrindis

Enrolling now for the 2022-2023 school year!
The mission of the St. Thomas the Apostle School community is to lead,
challenge and encourage God's Children in Extraordinary Variety to grow
in faith, knowledge and commitment to service.
There are a few spots remaining in STA’s classrooms for the 2022-23
school year. Visit our school website to contact the office and schedule
your in-person school tour today!

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Thank You RSM and Big Shoulders!
Thank you to the accounting firm
RSM who partnered with Big
Shoulders Fund to give a
morning of service to prepare our
parish school for the upcoming
school year. Some of the
volunteers boxed up old school
files for long term storage.
Additionally, the cafeteria was
given a fresh coat of paint by the
rest of the volunteers to get ready
for a new school year!
Thank you Big Shoulders
and RSM!

Receive Communion
at Home or
in a Nursing Home
If you or a loved one are ill or
homebound and unable to attend Mass,
there are Ministers of Care available to
bring Holy Communion to the
home. The Ministers of Care will be
fully vaccinated and will wear a mask
and practice other safety measures. We
would appreciate members of the
household wearing masks as well. Please
call Lisa at 773-324-2626 and she will
make the arrangements.

Can We Pray for You?
If you have prayer requests, please
email them to the parish office and
they will be sent to the STA
Charismatic Prayer Group, who will
pray for you.
The address is:
parishoffice@stapostleparish.org.

Hyde Park Kenwood
Food Pantry
The Hyde Park Kenwood Food Pantry
is open to give out groceries from
10am until 1pm on Saturdays at the
Hyde Park Union Church at 56th &
Woodlawn. For more
information, contact
Margaret Mitchell at
mmm17@uchicago.edu.
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Natural Family
Planning Week
July 24-30, 2022
There is a profound and basic truth proclaimed repeatedly
in Sacred Scripture. It is a very simple truth: God loves us.
In love, God created the world. In love, God breathed life
into Adam and Eve as He created them in His image. In
love, God the Father sent his son as our Savior. His gift of
love became visible in the flesh of Jesus Christ. Through
his love, we are forgiven. In imitation of the love that we
have received, we are called to embody God’s love. This is
the cause of our great joy!

All are called to love

Every person is called to the joy of love—just as God has
loved us! As St. John proclaims, Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is
begotten by God and knows God.... Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also must love one another. No one has ever seen God.
Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, and His love is
brought to perfection in us. (1 John 4: 7–12)
This beautiful proclamation expresses the vocation of
all people, which is to be open to God’s love and to
embody God’s love in return. As Christians, it is our
universal call to give love and to receive love.
The ability to know, give, and receive love is a gift
from God—it is a sharing in His divine nature. Since God
is love itself, we were created by love, in love, to love.
This fundamental truth should guide all relationships
between people, not least those between people called to
share their lives in the covenant of marriage.
God’s love is at the heart of marriage. Married love is
free, faithful, permanent, and fruitful—open to life (see
Gaudium et Spes, 49–50; Humanae Vitae, 9; Amoris
Laetitia, 74, 125). Married love joins husband and wife so
that they become “one flesh” (Gen 2: 24). Within the arms
of husband and wife, God desired the perfect environment
be created to welcome new life into the world. Marriage
creates the family!

Marriage and parenthood

In marriage, human sexuality brings together the fullness
of love and life. The precious gift of fertility is a beautiful
participation in the creative Spirit of God as
God calls into existence a new person. Of all the various
profound forms of human relationship, marriage, or Holy
Matrimony, was willed by God as a blessing from the
beginning of creation (Gen 2:18–25; Mt 19: 1–6). God did
not want the man to be alone. God made a suitable partner
for him—the woman. Together, they form the one-flesh
union of marriage which has the potential to give life and
create a family. God intended marital love to accept and
nurture the power of life.
The nature of marriage calls spouses to a sacred
stewardship over the twofold gifts of love and life. Within this
vocation, a husband and wife celebrate their
human sexuality in all its fullness. Their conjugal union is

“meant to express the full meaning of love,” as willed by
God, “its power to bind a couple together and its openness to
new life” (USCCB, Married Love and the Gift of Life, 4).

NFP—cooperating with God’s design for
married love

In marriage, serious reasons may arise that cause
husband and wife to limit the size of their family. These
reasons can include financial stresses, physical illness,
psychological and even spiritual difficulties. So, what are
the moral ways for a couple to accept God’s gift of fertility
and yet cooperate with God to plan their families?
Authentic family planning honors God’s design by
supporting the love-giving and life-giving nature of sexual
intercourse. It promotes openness to new life and the value
of the child. And it helps to enrich the marital bond
between husband and wife. Authentic family planning
builds healthy and holy families. In the world of family
planning, only the methods of Natural Family Planning
(NFP) check “Yes” to all these moral characteristics!
NFP methods make use of fertility education. All NFP
education teaches husband and wife about their fertile time
(the time of the wife’s ovulation when an egg is released
from her ovary). NFP methods can be used to either
attempt a pregnancy or avoid one. When avoiding, couples
abstain from conjugal relations during the fertile time of
the woman. No drugs, devices, or surgical procedures are
used with NFP. Any woman, no matter the variety in her
menstrual cycle, can use an NFP method. That is because
NFP methods help the wife to recognize her unique signs
of fertility, which she will observe daily.

Love, naturally and generously

It is time to consider and embrace all that God has given
us. Take the time to learn, reflect, and pray about God’s
marvelous plan for men, women, and Holy Matrimony.
Answer the call to cooperate with God’s design for
married love. Share God’s vision of human sexuality
lovingly with your family members, friends, and
neighbors. Accepting God’s invitation to the joy of love is
to embrace all aspects of His divine plan for your
marriage. If accepted, it will bring joy to your marriage!
[To learn more, visit https://www.usccb.org/topics/natural
-family-planning.]

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Family Faith Formation

Registration for the
2022-2023 year has begun!
All families in the parish are invited to join
us for Family Faith Formation during the
2022-2023 year. We will gather on Sunday afternoons once a month to learn
about our faith, pray together, and grow in community. Students who are
seeking the sacraments of reconciliation and eucharist or confirmation must
be enrolled in two consecutive years of Family Faith Formation prior to
receiving the sacraments or be enrolled in a Catholic School.
For more information, visit our website: https://stapostleparish.org/
ministries/faith-formation/family-faith-formation/ or contact Rosina
Hendrickson, Coordinator of Family Faith Formation, at
rhendrickson@stapostleparish.org.

Summer Mass Schedule for Hyde Park
June 5—September 22, 2022

Saturday
2:30 PM Confessions – St. Thomas the Apostle
4:00 PM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
Sunday
8:00 AM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
9:00 – 9:45 Confessions – St. Thomas the Apostle
10:00 AM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
5:00 PM Mass – Calvert House @ The University of Chicago
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
8:00 AM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
12:30 PM Mass – Calvert House @ The University of Chicago
Tuesday
8:30 AM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
12:30 PM Mass – Calvert House at The University of Chicago
Friday
8:00 AM Mass – St. Thomas the Apostle
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OFFERINGS
July 16-17, 2022
$3,957.33
Offertory
$2,572.00
Give Central
$1,000.00
Funeral
$3,000.00
Rent
$316.00
Building Fund
$80.00
Candles Offering
$10,925.33
Total
THANK YOU!!
Remember in
Prayer:
Parishioners &
friends
who are ill:
Judy Allen,
Estrella Alamar, Dorla Allen, Lucas
Allen, Romulo Barreno, Betty Black,
Dorothy Bonds, Emil F. Coccaro,
Romy Crena, Esther Dionisio, Sr.,
Sheldon Dugan, Barbara Dunn, Pat &
Dick English, Marilyn Epps, Joan
Gallagher, Lina Garcia, David Giles,
Pamela Graniczy, Kathleen Holden,
Angela Jackson, Maria Jimenez, Olga
Jimenez, Carolyn Jones, Connie Jose,
Charlie King, Mary Lerps, Corrine
Lipinski, Linda Loggins, Mankowski
Family, Anastacia I. Mebane, Clara
Morgan, Caridad Neal, Carmen
Orendain, Gregory Papesh, Edmond
Peirre, Agnes Pelt, David Nathaniel
Robinson, Dick Russel, Robin Ryan,
CP, Nelson R. Sample, Zahari
Simmons, Bobby Sims, Olustee
Smith, Renesha Spencer, Ernest
Talbott, Ed Vaughn, Charles Walker,
Sr., Jo Washington, Julia Washington,
Terrance Watson, Richard West, Pearl
E. Williams, Mavis Willis, Marie Bijou
Wong, Joan Yedinak
For those who have died.

May God grant them
eternal joy & peace.
Cover art: “A Friend in a Need and
the Widow and the Judge” by
Kazakhstan Artist Nelly Bube

DALCAMO FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned & Operated Since 1939

312-842-8681
470 West 26th Street, Chicago

www.ChicagoDentistry.com
(773)643-6006

Angels in Light

3D Photo Gifts for
Mother’s & Father’s Day
www.angelsinlight.com
The Most Complete

DONNELLAN FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES

Online National

10525 S. Western Ave., Chicago
773.238.0075
Family Owned and Operated Since 1913
John G. Schultz, Sr.
John G. Schultz, Jr.

Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Pre-need Plans Available

www.donnellanfuneralhome.com

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

(CST 2117990-70)

1312 E. 53rd Street
Chicago, IL 60615

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

www.thesitdown53.com
Sun.-Thurs. 11:00AM-9:30PM
Fri. & Sat. 11:00AM-10:30PM

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Owner Salvatore Pappalito

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

$99
Installation*
*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary. Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373
512122 St Thomas the Apostle Church

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
www.jspaluch.com

318 East 71st St.
(773) 846-6133

5911 W. Madison St.
(773) 626-4222

www.aaraynerandsonsfuneralhome.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

